« Use the right anchor

« Select and size the appropriate chain
and/or nylon rodes and connectors

« Learn the techniques and nuances for
hombproof, hassle-free anchoring under
power or sail
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Pivoting-Fluke Ancher
Haolds best in: Sand. soft mud
Not so enod in: Rock. eras. clav. weed.

Light anel deck

alocker

Comments Features 2 oair of blades set at right
angdles to the shank and hined to nenetrate the
bottiom whichever wav the anchor lands. Unex-
celled holdine-to-wel ght ratio once dur in. but
can be slow to dig in or to reset after trionine. Sometimes orone

Jexs than 30 feet without stowaee. Ideal on larwer
‘baats for stern anchar. lunch hook. or kedeing when aemound.
‘Can also serve as storm anchor. or in other uses.
of should carrv one. Pooular

Provides ght-line holding power.
‘Often superior to nlows In mud and sand.
Fortress. Lightwelght aluminum. Consistentiv scores verv
highlv for holdine nower in anchar tests. Brealks down for con-
venlent

1
[}
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
]
1
1
]
1
1
]
1
]
1
(]
]
L]

H vou're caina 1o be sncharing a kol it's 8 oood kiea to carry two anchon
af different desani. Shawn here (dociowise from too lefts Delta. Soade.
Fortren nd
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Choosing an
Anchorage

1 vou will onlv be anchored for a counle of hours in settled
weather. vour biseest worres will be making sure vou have
encugh water underneath vou and that the anchor has due in.
But for a lonweer stav:
= Consult vour chart 1o find out how much denth there is
around

-

and obstructions on the bottom that could foul vour anchar.
#Check the weather forecast—will the anchoraee nrovide
shelter from the forecast wind direction?
= Look at how other boats are orlented. I thelr bows are not
all pointing into the wind there is likelv some current nun-
nine. and this will influence vour choloe of where to anchor.

= Choose a snot that will hi wh denth at low at
least 6 feet under the keel. The les denth vou anchor in. the
smaller vour swinetne circle will be. If vou knaw the local
times and helehts of low water and high water. vou can esti-
mate the heleht of tide when you anchor usine the Rule of
Twelfths. The nile assumes. eiven a 6-hour tidal ranee. that
the tide rises or falls bv one-twelfth of its overall ranee in the
first hour, two-twelfths in the second. and so on. in this pat-
tem: 1.2.3.3.2. 1.

wlf possible. anchor on a flat bottom.

where ‘wind ame
Mk wour boat can swine to its without fouling
other ‘boats. hitting ar .
@ Tak oo of the in

safe
case vou have to leave at night.

These baats have taken clearing
bearinas an danoers at the

S ol P B e et et 0 11 B sl

ErtTance.
. >4
(Es .
dicda &

in tide tables both relate to chart
daturn, If the heioht of tide at iow
water [1 oredicted & be +1.0 foot. vou
can add 1 foot o the charted low-
wnter death. Allow for the ranoe of
tide when deterrmining how much
scave vou need. 1

Eﬁmmw ol AT omnanies, ok ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂé
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Anchoring Among %
Neighbors

Make a circult of the anchorage to choose a wood snot and check
mﬂo&umdhﬂhdﬂlmﬁwﬂhamlmnw
to thelr anchors. If nos-

sible. anchor next to boats that are similar to vours. and check
wi

1

)

1

)

1
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)
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L)

arive gets its choloe of orime soots. The last to arrive is the first |

o move when boats swing too close. Also. don't dron vour !

mmmmemdm‘tumhc\tmdmlhmof:
another boat. and resoect vour nelghbors—don't olav loud

AN i ey e i
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@ Alano-kesle. heave disslacement sslboat

will tend 1o ke ousethy in most condibions. esoe-
clallv If anchored with all-chain rode.

@ A sallboat with fin keel snd wade rudder will
terd i@ ranoe from side to side at ancher.

o BA rboat with little of its
=" will broscaiiv uail about all over the pisce when
' wind and tide are oooosing each ather. eloe-

clally If it s on & moe rode.

Unfortunately. while boats will be oredictably
= ' when wind and curment am in the seme direc-

tian . they will be all ever the olace when the
@ \ wind and current cooose each ather 8.

In & river, trv  anchar where the ore- -

vailing wind blows acrou the river &, ’
Otherwise vau will soend much of »
wurhmennundurlhhmnd—
acaing-tide ytustion &



Anchoring Under ~,
Power

The orocedure for setting an anchor under power s so simnle
that it Is amaring 50 manv neonle get it wrone so often. The
same rules anolv to nower- or saflboats.
sHead Into ‘current. is stroneer.
» Bring the boat t0 a dead ston.
wAs the boat besins to gather sternwav, ease the anchor to the
bottom efther hand over hand or with the windlass. Do not
fust Jet the rode run out uncontrolied @,
= Anolv a touch of throttie in reverse to ect the boat moving
astem. 1 it is windv. this won't be necessary.
wPav out the rode as the hoat drifts back. keening a slight tem-
sion on it 5o it forms a line across the seabed. The boat will
nrobabiv lie broadside to the wind &.
oMmmmmdmahmthnmhuﬁdm
vou fecl from the anchor. then

resume easing it out &,

the mode. pav out another auarter of the
scove. then smub again momentarilv.

= With the boat sill movine astern. secure the anchor rode
when the

out of the water in a straluht line &,
#To make doubly sure the anchor is well due in. back down
with th for 30 seconds. The boat
should move forward on the rode when vou ease the throttie.

e lf voudon't set vour anchor to set the first time. trv again. I
1t still won't set. trv another snot.
Common mistakes: letting chain nile un on ton of the anchor:
Jetting the anchor eo while the boat is still moving forward:
eoing astern 5o aulckly that the anchor does not have a chanece
to dig in: anchoring too close to other boats.
Maost common mistake of all: failine to let out enoush scobe
fsee Panel 91

5 ®
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T Anchoring
Under Sail

wou anoroach the chosen soot ona w
1 close or beam reach. Steer into the
y wind and let the matnsal] luff untl
I the boat stons. Droo the anchor a5 T
) the boat besing o make sternwav.

and nav out the desired scone as in i
Fanel 8. You can lower the mainsail

a3 the boat falls back. %
Downwind: Droo the main and

lay the lbshest o solll wind and I
slow the boat a3 vou anoroach the t
chosen snot. Roll un the fib com- r |
nletelv a3 the anchor is let so. If vou

‘have a rooe rode. be careful not to

overrun it and et it taneled with

vour keel or rudder. As vou snub the

rode. put the helm over so that the

boat swines around. The weleht of the boat comine onto the
rode should die in the anchor.

Scone

Soooe s the ratho of rode keneth to waser denth nlus frechoad e
the helaht of the bow above the water added to the denth of water).
Jow tide. d rise of tide.

14 watar decw at cham |
© 5 water dapth long chanirope
10 % waler Septh shon chanslong mpe

For instance: §' hefeht of bow + 15' denth + &' rise of tide =
26", At the recommended 4:1 scone (all chain) vou would let out
104" of rode: at 6:1 fchain/ronc). 156" and at 10:1 fall rooe) a
whooning 260°.

Adant these rules of o7 Ina
crowded in settled vou should wet by with
31 scooe an an alkchain rode or 4:1 or 5:1 on a rooe/chain
combo. Converselv, as the wind and seas increase. let out more
rode 0 INCTERSe VOuT Scone.

Catenary—the o

o e e e
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Drageing Anchor

Sometimes the anchor won't set even after several attemots. You :

can efther trv a different anchor or mowve to a different soot. Even

after vou think the hook is set. it mav draz when the wind
the tide c d the fails to reset.

Bow 1o Tell When You're Dranuing
Immediatelv after anchorine, line un a counle of landmarks or
seamaries on either side of the boat. Two obiects in line with each
other commnrise a ranee: as lone a5 the two oblects stav alismed.
ane behind the other. vou can be sure vou are not drasving.

= The pies and chusch 1eesie
h? miake & rance to ftarbosrd.
| ] 2 The reck and liahthouse make
a ranoe to port.

You are orobably dracaina If:
»The two oblects in a nee are no loneer allened.

o be vou
s The rode rises the water hy awain
& The boat sheers to side and swing ausain
» The boat lies side-to the wind
»You can fieel the mde vibrating beneath vour hand ar bare foot
Whatlo Do When You're Dracaing

The first thine to trv. i vou are draewing into shallow water but
are far enoush from shaore for safetv. is to let out more rode
finadecuate scone is the #1 reason anchors drag), Often this is all

trv again to make the anchor dix in oroverlv. ¥ vou still drag.
another part of the anchorage. On a windv night in an exnosed

touse a lot of throttle o keen contmal.

lﬁn?ﬂ'n'ﬂ BT B The M T Bomomnies Cick hem Tor irms of i |£J
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Anchoring 1

Tios and Tricks

Welaht on rode. An excellent wav to reduce vour swinging
circle in a constricted anchoraee is to lower a weieht down the
rode 0. This can be a dedicated metal weizht weighine a mi

mum of 20 pounds. shack-
@ led toe the anchor rode. or

vou can use vour kedee
anchor. Rode welchts also
improve holding in strong
winds,

Ridina sall. A riding sail.
attached to the backstav
and sheeted in tight. acts
as a weather vane to keep
the boat facine into the
wind =. It greatly decreases
a boat's tendency to sail
aroursd its anchor, Thev
ane commercially available
o Vil can make vour

oW,

Anchor trio line.
When anchorine over
rocks or obstructions.
vou can attach a trio
line to the crown of
the anchor. If the
fukes ect stuck. the
trin line should release
them. The other end
of the line eoes to a small float 3 that should be clearlv marked
so that other boats don't mistake it for & mooring buov. In a
crowded anchorage. it makes sense to bring the trip line back on
board vour boat so that it doesn't foul other boats 4,

Multihull anchorina. Catamarans and @ i
trimarans tend to sail around their anchors -
more than monohulls, This tendency can be
minimized by rigwing an anchor bridle =.

Anchorina from the stern. In calm.
settled conditions, it is pos-

sible to anchor from the @m_ .- =0

stem in order to eet the
breeze flowine throueh the
cockoit and into the cabin.
The best wav to do this is
to lead the main anchor =
rode back to the stern and |
cleat it there &, When it is |
time to leave. or if the
wind increases. uncleat the
anchor rode so that the
boat comes head to wind.
then retrieve the anchor &

oo e g o e e e o e e
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A sorina line on the anchor. . @13
rollv. Often the boat will ride more 2

anchor rode with a shackle or
rolling hitch. then ease the rode
until the boat oresents its bow to -

the swell rather than the wind ©. i / ;

Anchor snubber. If anchoring SPRING ON ANCHOR
with all-chain rode. vou should rig

anvion snubber line (sined like a nvion rode) from a sturdv deck
cleat to the chain @. Not onlv will this absorb the shock loads
the chain would otherwise transmit to windclass or anchor cleat.

siziziae
:
zel
:
g

ber should be about 30 feet longso [ A
that vou can lenethen it as the ;

wind increases. Tt can be fastered s,

to the chain with a rolling hitch or ¢

with a chain daw. -—

Takina a line ashore. It is

often possible to anchor in narrow coves with little swineing
room by taking lines ashore . The boat should alwavs face ooen
water in case vou have o
leave In a hurry, Droo
the anchor. back into the
desired soot. then take
lines ashore with a
dinghv. This is a eood

hlv! a dedicated chain

-;--
]
g8
i
5
§s

it into a bucket ®. This
will ensure that it will
oav out without taneling
or kinking. Tie the bitter
end of the rode to the
handle of the bucket. leaving enough free so that it can be
cleated off before vou droo the anchor.
Setting two anchors. Sometimes it is a eood idea to set two
anchaors. For examole. vou might want to limit vour swineine
circle so as to anchor closer to shore: vou mdeht be anchoring in
a river or namow cut where the current reverses: or vou might
want extra security because strong winds are forecast.

The most common
wav of doing this is to
droo vour main anchor
first @. then fall back
until vou have paid out
double the desired scone.
Release the stern anchor.
Lﬂm oull tht Iu:lt for-




ward on §ts bow anchar rode unt] the scones are eoualized &,
Remember that the heavier anchor is alwavs set in the direction
of the strongest current. which flows from unchannel if anchor-
ing in a river. When it's time to leave. welgh the downstream
anchar first if the bow Is facine downstream. take the sten
anchar rede forward outside the ltfelines and cleat it off at the
bow. Then let the boat swing head to current before drooning
back to retrieve the anchor.

The fore-and-aft moor works well most of the time in con-

and mav well break out ane of them.
At such times vou can set bow and
stern.

keel when the boat swines unless d ~

wou weleht it or secure it to the main —

rode well below kel denth @. b ]
H vou are in an exoosed anchor-

age and a chanee in wind direc- W

tlon is forecast. vou can lav cut a

1
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Master the art of anchorine:

@ Maich vour anchors to vour boat and vour waters
® Sort out the best anchor rode components and sizes
® Choose the best anchorine soots
® Anchor under power oc sl
® Learn the tricks for il

sitmation

$8.95 USA / 510.95 CAN / £5.99 UK
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